BLOODY THURSDAY
EVENT
SEPTEMBER 25, 2008

The 2008 Spotted Owl Award winner,
Kate Wilhelm, will be the speaker at
the first Bloody Thursday program of
the 2008-2009 season. She will be
presented with her award for her
legal mystery A Wrongful Death.
This is the tenth Barbara Holloway
mystery and the second Spotted Owl
award for Kate. The first was for her
mystery Desperate Measures in
2002. With this award, she joins
authors Kris Nelscott and Lowen
Clausen as two-time Spotted Owl
winners.

Kate has received several awards,
including the Hugo and Nebula for
her science fiction novels. In
addition to her science fiction work
she also created a mystery series
featuring husband and wife
detectives Charlie Meikejohn, a
former arson detective, and
Constance Leidl, a psychologist. In
1986 she and her son, Richard
Wilhelm, published a non-fiction
work, The Hills are Dancing. Her
latest Barbara Holloway legal
mystery, Cold Case, is scheduled for
release this August.

Kate and late husband, author
Damon Knight, moved to Eugene in
1976, where she still resides. They

were instrumental in establishing the
Clarion Workshop at Michigan State
University, where they were
instructors for twenty-eight years.
They also lectured at universities
around the world for the State
Department of Cultural Affairs Office.

Please join us for the presentation
and talk by this renowned writer.
The meeting will be held in the
auditorium of Good Samaritan
Medical Center, 1040 NW 22"
Avenue (corner of NW 22" and
Marshall.) The event will begin with
a reception at 7:00 pm, followed by
the presentation at 7:30 pm. The
meeting is free and open to the
public. Free parking is available in
the parking structure adjacent to the
auditorium. The Portland Streetcar
and Tri-Met run on nearby routes.
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In September, we’ll host Kate Wilhelm
as she receives her 2008 Spotted Owl
Award for A Wrongful Death.

We’ll hear from Detective James
Lawrence of the Portland Police
Bureau in November, who'll discuss
the finer points of cold case
investigation.

Jessica Morrell, noted editor and
author of Bullies, Bastards and Bitches:
How to Write the Bad Guys of Fiction
will join us in January to discuss villains
and anti-heroes.

Debut author of Cezanne’s Quarry
Barbara Pope will join us in March.

Fingerprint expert Larry Rossen
appears in May.

We look forward to this exciting series,
and hope to see you.

* Sept. 25,2008: Kate Wilhelm
and the Spotted Owl
presentation

* Nov. 20,2008: Det. James
Lawrence - Portland Police
Cold Case Unit

* Jan.22,2009: Jessica Morrell -
Author/Lecturer on Villains and
Anti-heroes

* Mar.26,2009: Barbara Pope -
Debut author of Cezanne’s
Quarry

* May 28,2009: Larry Rossen -
Fingerprint Expert

FRIENDS OF MYSTERY
READING GROUP

The Friends of Mystery Reading Group
meets on the third Wednesday of
every month at Murder By The Book
to discuss their selection of the month.
Upcoming selections are:

September: Asa Larsson - The Black
Path

October: Laura Lippman - What the
Dead Know

November: Kathy Reichs - Grave
Secret

December: M.C. Beaton - Kissing
Christmas Goodbye

Anyone is invited to attend. For more
information check out the FOM
website
(http://www.friendsofmystery.org/)
on the Reading Group page.

SMALL PRESSES MEAN
MORE CHOICES FOR
MYSTERY READERS

Interview by John Waldsdorf

IN THE PAST FEW YEARS THERE
HAS BEEN QUITE A
RESURGENCE OF SMALL
PRESSES (NOT PRINT ON



DEMAND OR SELF PUBLISHED
BOOKS) WHO HAVE PICKED UP
AUTHORS WHOSE BOOKS, FOR
ONE REASON OR ANOTHER,
HAVE BEEN DROPPED BY
CONGLOMERATE PUBLISHERS,
REPRINTED LONG OUT OF
PRINT CLASSICS OR
DISCOVERED BUDDING NEW
TALENT. WE WERE
INTERESTED IN THIS
DEVELOPMENT SO JOHN
WALSDORF DECIDED TO TALK
WITH ONE PUBLISHER, DAVID
THOMPSON, WHO STARTED
BUSTED FLUSH PRESS IN
2005.

Q 1) WHAT LED YOU TO
WANTING TO BE A PUBLISHER
AND HOW HARD WAS IT TO
BREAK INTO PUBLISHING?

A 1) WHEN | STARTED UP
BUSTED FLUSH PRESS | HAD
WORKED AT HOUSTON'’S
MURDER BY THE BOOK, ONE
OF THE NATION’S OLDEST AND
LARGEST MYSTERY
BOOKSTORES, FOR 16 YEARS.
ONE OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE
ASPECTS OF THE BOOKSTORE
JOB IS HELPING READERS
DISCOVER NEW AUTHORS THAT
THEY MIGHT NOT FIND
ELSEWHERE; ONE OF THE MOST
IRRITATING ASPECTS OF THE
JOB IS WHEN MAJOR NYC
PUBLISHERS ALLOW OUR
STORE’S BEST-SELLING,
RECOMMENDED BOOKS TO GO
OUT OF PRINT. | WAS
PROMPTED MAINLY BY THE
SCARCITY OF DAVID
HANDLER’S MYSTERIES

FEATURING CELEBRITY
GHOSTWRITER STEWART HOAG
AND HIS FAITHFUL, YET
NEUROTIC BASSET HOUND,
LULU (WHO DOES NOT TALK OR
SOLVE THE CRIME!). THE
THIRD BOOK WON THE EDGAR
AWARD, FOR CRYING OUT LOUD!
IT°’S STILL DIFFICULT TO BREAK
INTO PUBLISHING, EVEN AFTER
3 YEARS. THERE’S THE USUAL
DISTRIBUTION HASSLES, AND
OF COURSE, NO ONE KNOWS
WHO | AM OR WHETHER OR NOT
THEY SHOULD TRUST MY
RELEASES. THERE ARE SO
MANY SMALL PRESSES AND
PRINT-ON-DEMAND
PUBLISHERS, SOME GREAT,
SOME NOT SO MUCH, THAT
BOOKSELLERS, LIBRARIES, AND
THE BOOK-BUYING PUBLIC ARE
A TAD GUN-SHY. BUSTED
FLUSH PRESS HAS BEEN
NOMINATED FOR TWO EDGARS
(BOTH FOR BEST SHORT STORY)
IN ITS THREE-YEAR-HISTORY,
BUT EVEN THEN, IT’S TOUGH
TO GET NOTICED.

Q 2) SMALLER, QUALITY
PUBLISHERS SUCH AS UGLY
TOwWN, BLEAK HOUSE,
AKASHIC, HARD CASE CRIME
AND YOUR BUSTED FLUSH
PRESS, JUST TO NAME A FEW,
APPEAR TO BE ENJOYING A
RENAISSANCE RIGHT NOW IN
COMING OUT WITH WELL
PRODUCED BOOKS BY QUALITY
AUTHORS. WHAT DO YOU
ATTRIBUTE THIS RESURGENT
POPULARITY TO?



A 2) | HONESTLY BELIEVE IT’S
BECAUSE THE MEN AND WOMEN
BEHIND THESE PRESSES, AND
TO NAME A FEW OTHER
WONDERFUL ONES: RUE
MORGUE PRESS, POISONED
PEN PRESS, FELONY &
MAYHEM, STARK HOUSE, AND
CRIPPEN & LANDRU (AND I
MAY HAVE MISSED
OTHERS...SORRY!), ARE FIRST
AND FOREMOST AVID,
PASSIONATE READERS!! SURE,
WE’D ALL LOVE TO MAKE SOME
MONEY, BUT IF WE REALLY
WANTED TO MAKE MONEY,
PUBLISHING ISN’T WHAT WE
WOULD’VE CHOSEN. IT’S A
TOUGH BUSINESS. BUT IT’S
ALL WORTHWHILE TO SEE THE
AUTHORS AND BOOKS YOU
LOVE SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY.
AND | BELIEVE WHAT’S MADE
THE PRESSES SUCCESSFUL, TO
ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER
(REMEMBER, I’M THE NEW KID
ON THE BLOCK!), IS THAT THEY
ARE PRODUCING QUALITY
PRODUCTS...THESE ARE
AUTHORS AND BOOKS THAT
FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER
HAVEN’T DONE WELL ENOUGH
FOR MAJOR NYC PUBLISHERS,
BUT ARE DOING JUST FINE AT
SMALLER PRESSES WHERE THE
AUTHORS CAN GET MORE
ATTENTION. AND IT HELPS IF
YOU HIT ON A SMALLER YET
POPULAR NICHE SUBGENRE,
LIKE HARD CASE CRIME WITH
NOIR, AKASHIC BOOKS WITH
NOIR ANTHOLOGIES AND
ORIGINAL NOIR NOVELS, RUE
MORGUE PRESS WITH GOLDEN

AGE MYSTERIES, AND CRIPPEN
& LANDRU WITH NEVER-
BEFORE-PUBLISHED STORY
ANTHOLOGIES.

(To be continued...)
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Favorite cozy: Anything by M.C. Beaton
Favorite thriller: Wolf’s Remedy, by
Doc Macomber

Favorite mystery author: (tie) Carter
Dickson, John D. MacDonald, Dorothy
Sayers

All-time favorite mystery: Nine Tailors,
by Dorothy Sayers



